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GREEN VS. 4 S84

Award-winning Seattle architect Stuart Silk gets real

S0 the scale is completely different than what's golng
on in Morth America.

Ewvery year, China erects more than 20 billion square feet of
nomindustrial foor area, about 60 percent of this is resbden-
ttal and the rest is commercial. This building boom covers
aAlrmost 8,100 square kilemeeters with concrete and asphalt an-
nually. In the United States wee're only adding a lew percent
each year, 50 we're not increasing pollution any more than
wie were last year at that pace. The result is that on certain
days in Shanghai and Beijing, because of the pollution gener-
ated by this incredible influx of people, its very difficult to
even breathe,

And the building standards—from a green standpoin,
afe the two countries comparable?

China has upgraded its standards s0 they'ne comparable 10
ours; they require double glazng. a certain quality of inswla-
tion, and that kind of thing. But it takes s0 much more to
heat and cool buildings in China because there are so many
more buildings being built each wear; much of it is coal
powered energy, and all of these emisslons are golng into the
.Lll:'lfll'.‘lij.l-]lnl'.‘l"l’.'.

The Chinese are looding the American market with
inexpensive solar panels, Are they trylng to use green
energy at home?

They do have wind power, solar enengy, e, But like the
United States. this accounts for just a small percentage that
{2 being provided—so small. in fact. that it barely even comies
upona pie graph.

The old style of lnxury is all about space, excess, and
us;l'ng mare, | wonder what Tuxury means now, in

a green society—whether that society is Chinese or
American. You work in a high-end market. How has the
green movement shaped your clients” thoughts about
what's luxurious?

We're in a section of the market where most of our clients
want what they want, and what they want is space. A person
who wanted to buwild a 6,000-square-foot house five or ten
yeanrs ago 15 sull going o build a 6.000square-foat house
toubay. Wie have not seen a movement where people are sud-

THE ZHONGHK Al SHESHAN VILLAS THAT SILK DESIGNED RELY
OM SHANGHAI'S ABUNDANT SURFACE WATER AMD ANCIENT
FENG SHUI FRINCIPLES TO ACHIEVE THEIR DRAMATIC DESIGNS.
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sounds diffieult.

You have to build in a bulletproof factor, When we designed
fhongkai Sheshan Villas, our stralegy was (o select materials
that were systems; those systems were essentlally Emporiesd

about how the United States measures up to China in
terms of green architecture

SILK'S SOPHISTICATED REMOWVATION OF A HISTORIC
GUEEN ANNE RESIDENCE, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH BENDER
CHAFFEY, 15 A TESTAMENT THAT GREEN DESIGMN CAN BE

denly saying, "We really want to pare down,” That being said, from the United States.
we can now make a 6.000-square-lootl house perform Like a

2, 00-square-foot house did 10 years ago. Mo the Chinese still wanit contemporary architectune
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# SINCE HE OPEMED HIS ARCHITECTURAL FIRM three decades
ago, Stuart 51k has been a design powerhouse racking up
a host of acoolades I:'l:ll".i'll.ult'lil'l;.: luxury residences aroand
the waorld. Silk is a master of versatility who refuses to
embrace any single architectural style, And now, with
more than 24 green certified projects under his bels, he
demonstrates that sustainable design is comfortable in
any idiom or culture. Green Buflding & Deslpn columnist
Alan Cakes, on special assignment for New American

Lespery, interviewed Silk aboat the green movement in the
emerging luxury market of China, where he worked on the
Zhongkai Sheshan Villas, and how it compares to what's
going on in the United Srates. Heres what he had to &Y,

Whemn [ think of China, I think of supersized green—
eco cities for a million people that seem to spring up
with the snap of a finger. What does China face today
when it comes going green?

The growth and movement of people from rural areas to city
arcas is phenomenal=it’s the most incredible migration in
the history of the world. What China has to build in order to
keep up with the migration ks incredible,
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What about just wanting to e more efficient?

We currently have more than 20 projects certified—or in
the process of being certilied—by LEED and Built Green,
The reason we're doing so much sustalnable design is
because our clients are socially conscious and they are
confident that we can help them without {'nmpn:l:n'.'ising
aesthetics. Theyre willing to spend additional money for
added performance in energy efficiency, cleaner air, as
well as a host of other green features,

As an eop-conscious architect, are there green design
choices you typically make regardless of the culiure?

An interesting thing has happened: sustainable practices
hawve gotten into our DNA. The things we do now, as a design
standard, were things we thought were really far-out six or
cdght years ago, The whale bar is moving in the green dipec-
thon. It Is inherent in the work. We know the technology now
g0 we can subtly push things, We don't mandane the house be
green. We want clienis to embrace it

You did an elegant eco renovation of a Queen Anne
residence in Seattle. If that house was in China, would i
be possible to do the same things?

Yes, but China doesn't have an abundanee of high quality
craftspeoaple, so it is much more challenging. China's high-
end residential industry is unlike the United States, where all
ol the trades are avawlable. The Chilnese laborers that work on
howses are not particularly well skilled.

ACHIEVED IN ANY ARCHITECTURAL 5TYLE.
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iy adlvere to what samie call the maost ancient system of
ecological design, feng shui?

What we found out about feng shud 152 108 literature neads,
“Thou shalt not do this, this, and this,” but in reality, you
couldn't design a house that way unless you were on 20 acres
in Kansas and you can arient it @xactly as nesded. What the
Chimese ndsy say about feng shul that it's almost opportunis-
tic in a sense—if you can do spmething that mises your feng
shiad -I'H:li.nl;i.“ then you do it But if you can't do it for fune
tional reasons, then you dismiss it and go for something else.

Describe how you see the green movement

worldwide today.

When you think about a building that was built 20 years ago,
thiere is really no difference in that project than, say, a build-
ing that was built 100 years ago, .- That’s no longer the cate.
Right now we are creating bulldings that are highly sophisti-
caved in both their systems approach and in their attention
o energy. air quality and water intrusion—and [ think that®s
part of the green movement. Part of that s driven by chang-
ing codes, and some is driven voluntarily because it makes
sense. There's no such thing as a Model T anymore. @
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