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- ByBruce D. Snider

d retreat in Puget Sound
s closer than it seems.

"_“"* ealtle miay be pist s go-go polden age of
st dol-com forfunes, bt it still ranks as

oree of America’s most [ivable big cities, and
L\ o of its chodcest feabres = the number of

slands a short ferry rde away. For those who
can alTord one, a weekend home on an sland in Poget
Sound 5 o dregm with a very practical foundation. The
trip from offcc o occanfront porch can take bess e
than commuers elsewhere spend renching the suburbs,
But proximity is not an onmised blesing. Weekenders
are mumenas on e mone scoessible islands, especially
in the: summeT, as are full-time residents who work on the
iskands or commaite o the city, To enpy the dnsm, one
must kzam m shace, This new weekend home shares its
strip of beachfzont with a motley parde of. shall we say,
less clistinguished houses. But while it cleardy outcheses
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t5 meighbors, the new bailding alse minds (s marners,
with an avstere shingled extenor that plays down its supe-
T "||.'|'||:||'_:' P these invited inside, however, the
|'-.I|I:.'|||J; ecomes o world of its own |.':1:._Ii||g Lhe VETY
pleasant iklusson that it has this slaod all w sl
The effect begins befone one even enters the howse.
The wood-frame struciune rests on & “plinih” of sone-
faced foumbation walls and clevated patios, As one
ascends o the entry patio. parallel wings of the H-
shaped plan discrectly screen out the neighbors. And
when the front door swings wide, the embrace is com-
plete, The door opens into a vofuminous space bracket-
ed by twin stone fireplaces and spanned by four mossive
woid ool nusses resting on sione masoney columns.
Comprising entry, dining, and Inving spaces, the room
recalls a medieval great hall. But with the Puget Sound
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view filling six French doors opposide the entry and
light streming in through dormer windows above, the
feeling is anything but Dark Ages.

“In designing a house like thas, Il start with the
principal room and kind of work outward from there,”
sitys anchitect Stuart Silk. Here, in a home designed for
prties, that focus centered on the great room. Given the
lurpe scale of the room, Silk sweed 1s conshent cle-
ments accordingly, The chimneys camy their full width
all the way 1o the ndee. Each stone column is wide
enough i the north-south direction w give a sense of
heft bt namow along it east-west face. 5o as not 1o
black the views, The trusses— fabricated from glug-
lamirated beams and clad, like most of the ireror, in
clear Douglas fir—are stout encugh to do the ob, bat
enoazh to svoid distraction. “I wanied w0 do i
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Clear Dpusgla
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tha greal room i
chramiartif tashion
Fir wall papeding, fii
czilings, and end-
grain fir block floor
ing give this lange
howse an all-of a-
piece feeling.
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thi nections veere made with kerl plates, some of them 3 feet long et in bo saw

cuts in the beams. “You're biind d i b het those Bolt holes i the plates
FECOENES SaVs “Then we had to countersink the bolt heads and washers. There ar
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iraas Bt dide't books likee every other s,

seys Silk, who chamcenzes e memiling
cesign, mwd the fir pudm-askboand oo
struciune I supports, as “sen Japanese, sein
Ssothwest” :‘l'll'll". .I|I|.| IlIIHIIH'I.'H. g Ny
(7] .||':. wveantd. worh s heead hexghit of % foc
and ikl orly imches from the Tooe
“Wie'ne dioing a kind off Moatodks deal with
e wmdoss, il poeits Uil fehamimg W e
Inpc-tung wmndows Thomas Jeficnao
desipnod kw his o diming mooem, which
e heph enosgh o sene g5 doors 10oan
sl picent veranda. Mo one will chimd thsagh
these windoms, Bl their scile siid thal of

e Sum bomsc e com

bath the ilding and the scencry oulsile

The two parallel, Nanking wings ojem
onio the greil moom, like separse buildings
il am inkerior conrtyard. The east wing
bolids fciichem and service spaces atb the firs
oo amad 3 suike of chuldmen’™s mooms abosve
Knowing that pucsts fond 0 congrogaie e
e KN, B Mol Waaieng bo wande all e
cibon e husd srveidend m the prest oo, Sk
devisad the Eichen &= a subtle mcans of
behavior modificssion. To make the foom
cominmenle for the farmily bl ke imahag
lor larger groups, he smd, ©lo’s sguicee

this space as much as we cane Let's nol st
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dlenl lor parmy guesrs with am expansive game:
s al e Dt flasar A seoomd dar reoch
o o privale media room, a bome of Boe, s
a kofi-like seofine arca ol overlooks ihe
game: moom. The seoomd-foor areas of the
P SO0y Wings e mot contipans, bl Sk
ool § wEow o cach \"':""ll"':. il
o the homom chond of the trusees 1o
Crome & baloony view' avar the greal mom
frowmn o o e, The muster bodmom sud;
CCCUpIEs BS WT BNNCK 0 e wWeslemmnd
encl of e hivase,

Lizamang om the sione sill of one of thwse
Chisnmey openings and looking throdgh ths
Iegricaie paiiern of rool framang, Baolcer
Lionakl Hepmeres alloss that the grent mom
posed the ppeatest challenge in bailding this
honse, Jusi WK Col thee Framni 0 gl
b vhes o h|_.-\....,."\. Wl i B U il represcnt
ool o opnilisEnl #flon. <1 hoad o kv it oo
o s Mop idoram b make all the wucies
Hne |p, b Ve | | pats Sl abwll
e having Beea amvodved with Bailcling
houses on thes sland for mosd of s 1T
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A0 was the last nouse we Bulll b 4 year-round resident,” he says—Hegoenss still trades sucoesshully ar
famity's good name "I'm a third-generation
ot of goodwill for his business. *My name

MUt Heggenes has done progects aft the 1sland

ik nat pust on the sland, bul ¢

TaKes the most of hes small terrory. Suboontracting 2

185 e framimd. YWe dooall the finsh.” Wiin
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The Builder: Small World

or do wil be back to you bebore it ever leaves your mouth,” says Donald Hegoenes, who orews up on

crewd that vanies from 3 ta 12, on progects that range from 5500, 00

1 hie find carpenters with the skills fo

Becumse the sz is essentially o sand
dimz, Hepgenes hiad to build the house o
flosat, He over-dugg the foundaton hole by
2 leet, then compscted [l in f-inch lifts
ulternated with lavers of :':;'i-ul'nn.":ng fah-
ric. Soil conditions also influenced, of all
things, window selechon. On o thes
expased smibe, wmids are oficn siromg
enoagh o blast the house with beach
saiwl, “After T or & years, the glass will
dctually g echedl,” eapliirs Hegpenes
wh irsllke] windows amd deors by
Kolbe d Folbe Millwork, which offers a
special glass thil resssis elching
Hegpenes, whi his seen his share of
Pacific storms, describes the
eahilaraiing view from ihe
g pooa Lol “ln the win
ter, when it bloas 45 ar S
myph it seems like every day
you pist sl wp hens and
walch all et sull oome
# oy, Owosuch days the
hoasse becomes a comdon-
ing refuge. balmered by the
sodidiy of SWne masonry
andl the warmmth of fir paned-
ing. But this is & bouse for
all scasoms. On sumnser
days. with French doors
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and runs the custom building comp

ch gueys veould be good t

Living an an island is G living in a small

Arrthing that you

any his father started there in 1967, But if
the light-speed grapening of an sland community sounds intimidating to those accustomed o urban anorymity

£ Heqoanes. Whiks his clientel is nowr axclusively from the mainland—"2 Vz years

his reputation, and on his

srpenter on the sland,” he says. And three generations of first-class work has eamed a
" Heggenes says of his marketing strateqy, " It's all by word of
"on the ather side,” &5 he says—but only as favors for mends. He prefers o

' he says, Build ne | Qe Projects 15 one way Hi qenes

minmmum of work is another, “We do our cven Toundztions,” ke savs, "My crew

A e £33 e illEar
1 0 53 million, he

wark at this level? “Most of my crew

2 hire, Word travels pretty fas a0

shrown open, panties flow oUr anta the stane-
cohbded pate and the compact skint of kan
thal Backs ke bench, Intimie spoaces o the
noprth sicke of the: house peesent quicter vigws
of marsh and stream. Avd despise the close
quanters o this block. the kouse builds the
ilbusion of great privacy. From every vaminge
poimi, this weckend retreal delivers oo a
promuse thal sould be e emvy of urbambes
averywhene: a place thal scoms lar away
without being fiar aovay, B
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